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The Lamentations of the People of 
FRANCE. 


Ps 
w 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

E your Majeſty's moſt diſtreſſed 

and moſt injured Subjects, take 

this Method to lay open before 

your Eyes the Grieyances of the 

Nation: We have many dread- 

ful Truths to tell you, Sir, and as you never had 
Courage enough to take the Government of Af j 
fairs upon yourſelf, nor even the commendable De- | 
ſire of being informed of the true State of your 

Kingdom, we ſhall ſet forth the Calamities which 

threaten this once flouriſhing Empire. 


IT is the general Opinion, that every Nobleman 
and Gentlemam of your Kingdom, ought to think 
himſelf very happy to lay down his Life and For- 
tune in your Majeſty's Service; but that immode- 
rate Ambition which coſts ſo many Thouſands of 
vour Subjeds Lives, diſgraces the Dignity of a 
King, who is the Deputy of God to adminiſter 

| 2 Juſtice 
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Juſticęindifferently, and whoſeconftant Application 
oughtto be to make happy the People committed 
EE EE nz. 7 
II is a great Misfortune for a Prince, Sir, not 
to have received a proper Education, and to have 
been obſeſt from his Infancy, by vile and baſe 
Flatterers, and intriguing Courtiers, always watch- 
ful to remove Truth from the Throne, God has 
not always endowed Princes with that ſuperior 
Wiſdom and exquiſite Underſtanding which make 
a Reign illuſtrious, but he ſeldom denies them a 
certain ſhare of Senſe and Judgment, to admit in 
their Councils and Intimacy, none but thoſe upright 
and incorruptible Men whoſe Principles and La- 
hours prevent, at leaſt, a powerful, Nation from fall- 
ing into Diſcredit and Contempt to its Neigh- 


Ix you had followed, Sir, thoſe Inftructions which 
your Royal Great Grandfather +, moved with 
Pity, Remorſes, and Grief, in his laſt Moments gave 
you, when he reflected upon the Diſaſters which 
his Ambition had brought upon his People, you 
had avoided the fame unbappy Errors. He left 
vou, Sir, a vaſt and populous Kingdom: Inſtead of 
engagimg yourſel f in mary unjun, expenſive, and 
bloody Wars, what tiue Glory had you acquired ing 
eaſing many Millions of your Subjects, and in leſ- 
ſening the heavy Taxes uncer which they are al- 
moſt linking. 


THE 


Lewis XIV, 


The People of FRAanNch. . 8 
TRE French, who have been always remarkable 
for their Love for their King, conferred upon you 
the Title of Beloved, with the Hopes that you 
would deſerve it; be yourſelf your Judge, Sir, 
and conſider if you ever did an Act to that Pur- 


poſe. 


Wr ſhall paſs over the Time of the Regency, 
when the Royal Authority was in the Hands of a 
Prince + who did every Thing of a ſudden 
which claſhes with the general Notions of Virtue 
and Decency: Looſe in his Manners, he was ſtil] 
more ſo in his Diſcourſes: Without mending the 

opular Clamours, he attacked all at once the 
3 Honour, and Vanity of many reſpectable 
Bodies * and private Men. He made the French 
fight againſt their Friends, and forced them to be 
Allies of their natural Enemies. He overturned in 
one's Cups all the Political Syſtems of the King- 
dom. That Prince who had but a precarious Au- 
thority, that any other had never preſerved, with- 
out Contradiction, even in making uſe of it with 
great Diſcretion, was a Man very Arbitrary: 
Sprightly, amiable, and gracious, he play'd with 
the Affairs of State, and was wholly employed to 
gratify his Paſſions. The greateft Change that 
ever happened was looked upon by the Nation as 
a new Scene upon the Stage, becauie all the Actors 
were brisk and merry; and from the moſt volup- 
tuous Banquets ſprung that famous Syſtem F which 
loaded many private Pertons with ideal Riches, 
with 

+ Philip Duke of Orleans, * The Parliament. 

$ The Syſtem of Law. 
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with: fiir Promiſes. to c the State from its real 
* "Bhs 


5 8 firſt Miniſter, whos by] his Licentiouſ- 
neſs and Debauchery, without any Regard for his 
Character, died with Contempt and Ignominy. 


TE Duke of Bourbon, who ſucceeded to the 
Regent, Was the Author of the moſt unequal 
Match that ever was made. He married a King 


of France to a Princeſs whoſe Father * had nothing 


but the empty Title of a King. His Scheme was 


to eſtabliſh his Authority under the Protection of 


a. Queen of his own Choice. 


Tar good Cardinal Fleury who governed ſo 
many .Years the French Monarchy, and took a par- 
ticular Care to divert your Majeſty from the pub- 
lic Affairs, was a Miniſter of a ſweet and affable 


Temper, and of a pacifick Diſpoſition; laborious, 


frugal, juſt, prudent, and moderate; he had not, 
perhaps, the political Parts of his Predeceſſors 65 
but he was not tainted: with their Vices: He was al- 
ways attentive to maintain the Peace withhis Neigh- 
bours, and it he did nothing memorable during 
hisMiniſtry, c. pring The Acquiſition of Lorraim) 


he never engaged the Nation in a War unjuſt, He 


was charged v 1th having purchaled the Peace at in 
exorbitant Rate, an. to have exhouſted the King- 
dom of Money: Bit however it be, he died of 


Grief to ſec his \ealu;rs bottle. 
LL VERY 


+ Cardinal Dube. 
® S:aniflau-. ; 
$ The Caidinats Richlicu and Mazaiine, 
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Every Body's Eyes were upon you at his, 


Death, Sir, and the Nation, prejudiced againſt the 


old Cardinal and his Maxims, thought the Moment 
was come to exert yourſelf, and to hold the Reins 
of the Empire. You did not deſign, indeed, a Firſt. 
Miniſter to his Place; but Count D' Argenſon go- 
vern'd more abſolutely than the Cardinal ever did. 


AFTER the moſt ſolemn Promiſes to be a Gua- 
rantee of the Pragmatic Sanction, the Emperor 

Charles VI. was no ſooner dead, but you framed 
the Deſign to ſtrip his Heireſs of ſo many Dominions, 
and to raiſe to the Imperial Dignity the Elector of 
Bavaria. What Claim had you to lay to the Do- 
minions of the Queen of Hungary, and what Right 
to elect an Emperor? We know that you have 
been paſſi ve in that Affair, as you are in all others 
of the greateſt Importance: But when you give 
the Royal Aſſent to all the ambitious Schemes 
of your Miniftry, don't you think yourſelf 
anſwerable to God and to your Subjects for all 
the Abuſes committed under the Seal of the Royal 
Authority? In fine, What was the Advantage of 
the laſt War, and of two or three Victories that we 
have ſo much boaſted of? If you know the Price 
of the Blood of your Subjects, ſhed Tears for fo 
many thouſand of them who have ſacrificed their 
Lives for your pretended Glory, and great many 
more, who have periſhed in Bohemia and Germany, 

of Want, Miſery, and Fatigues. | | 


Tax Elector of Bavaria, + that you did glory 
| ph 


* „ 
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to ſupport, after having been crowned King of Bo- 
hemia and elected Emperor, was nothing, in Fact, 
but a Penſioner of France, and a Generaliſſimo of the 
French Forces without Authority, What Benefit 
did he reap from his Alliance? To be ftript of all 
his Dominions, baniſhed from his own Capital, and 
after ſo many Diſaſters, to die the moſt unfortunate 
Prince of the Univerſe! 


 Becavuse Don Philip married one of your Ma- 
jeſty's Daughters, muſt your Subjects laviſh their 
Blood to procure him a Settlement? Are they 
happier now to ſee that Prince Duke of Parma and 
Placentia? | 


Tuos E bloody Sieges in Auſtrian Flanders 
and Piemont ,, where ſome of your Generals play d 
with the Lives of Men, diſgrace Humanity. 


To what Purpoſe, Sir, is all the Pageantry and 
Oſtentation of your Court? Conſider how many 
Millions of your poor Subjects are oppreſſe to 
ſupport that empty Shew! Do you think you 
ſhould be leſs beloved and reſpected, leſs great and 
powerful, if you ſhould live with more Decency, 
Order, and Oeconomy? What prodigious Sums of 
Money coſt thoſe Journies to Compiegne, Ton- 
tainebleau, Marly, St. Germain, Choiſy, La Meute, 
&c. You could, Sir, ſet out a Fleet for the Money 
you ſquander away in going backwards and for- 
wards, | 


Taos E 


Mors and Laſſiette. _-w 


Tb People of FRANCE Wh 
Tuos E little familiar Suppers in your private 
Apartments, where Licentiouſneſs and Debauchery 
pPreſides, are un becoming the Dignity of a King, 
vrhoſe Circumſpection, Prudence, and Reſervedneſs. 
ought to be the true Character. f 


Tu E object of Gaming, in its Inſtitution, was 
Recreation; but you, Sir, are taken up by the bait 
of a great Gain: You play very high, and it is a 
| ſpecial Favour for any Nobleman of your King- 
dom, to have the Privilege to ruin himſelf and his 
Family in a Sitting at Lanſquenet, which is your 
favourite Game. Some of your General Officers * 
have been diſtreſſed for Money, and were incapa- 
ble to take the Field, becauſe they had loſt twenty 
thouſand Pounds in one Winter at Verſailles. 
What Shame for a King to be the Inſtrument ot 
the Ruin of his Subjects, and to have never made 

any Amends for their Loſſes! ; 40 


Tno' the Salick Law excludes Females from 
the Crown of France, it has been always the Fate 
of that Kingdom to be govern'd by the King's Miſ- 
treſſes. The Dutcheſs of Chateaurouxe, and her 
Siſters that your Majeſty did not diſlike, were the 
firſt that you pitched upon for your Amours, Call 
to your Mind, Sir, thoſe Days of Trouble and Con- 
fuſion, when the Enemies making Incurſions 
in your Frontiers, you lay dangerouſly ill at 
Metz: The Nation, who looked 'upon the 
Datcheſs as the Author of all her Misfortunes, was 

| | B incenſed 


* The Macquifſes de Treſſan and Fimarcon. 


IE The Lamentatiotis of : 
incenſed againſt her to the higheſt Degree; nevefs 
theleſs your diſconſolate Subjects went in Crowds 
at the Foot of the Altars, to ſollicit, by the moft 
fetventPrayers, your Recovery? They pity 'd your 
Weakneſs, and flatter'd thetfifelyes with the hopes 
that from henceforth you would adhere to the 
wiſeſt Maxims of Government, calculated for theic 
Happinefs, What a moving Sight for a King, 
who feels the inexpreſſible Pleaſure to be beloved] 


Ta at worthy Prelate the Biſhop of Soiſſors *; 
like Ambroſius, ready to ſacrifice all human Con- 
fiderations to the Duties of his ſacred Miniſtry, at- 
tended your Majeſty in theſe ctitical Moments: 
He infiſted upon your making a public Reparation 
to your Subjects, for the bad Example you gave 
them, inrenouncing immediately and for ever, to all 
forts of Correſpondence with the Dutcheſs. You 
did indeed promſe it folemnly, but ſcarce was you 
tecovered, that you called thoſe authentical Pro- 
thifes the Effects of a Dclirum : Yor to6k the Dut- 
chefs again; and fent into Exile the virtuous Bi- 
ſhop, who had the Courage to reprefent ts you the 
Obligations of a King. She enjoyed but a few 
Days the Triumph of her Beauty; Death put an 
End to her precious Charms, and your Blindnels. 
It appears, Sir, that you never believe in God but 


When you are Sick. 


Ins 724d of refletting upon yourſelf after the 
Death of that unhappy Woman, in the prime of 
e Life, 


Tus of Fun- James, 


_ 
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Life, and making your Peace with a Queen, whoſe 


Virtue, at leaſt, ought to be reſpected, you fell 
again into the ſame Errors. You, Sir, who are afraid 
to do an AQ of Soyercignty for the good of your 
Subjects, are not aſhamed to uſe the Royal Autho- 
rity, to take away from her Husband's Arms a 
Wife, whom he loved to Diſtractiom. Tho' every 
Body in your Kingdom knows the obſcurity of her 
Birth, you beap np Riches and Honours upon her, 
and her Relations; And the greateſt Affront and 
Indignity offered to your Royal Conſort. is, to 
ka ve compelled her Majeſty to accept of the Mar- 
chioneſs of Pampadour far a Lady of Honour, 
That Woman muſt have a great deal of Impudence, 
and the Queen an uncommon Patience. Aﬀure 
you, Sir, that a King, ever ſo Abſolute, is'the De» 
poſitary of the Treaſure of his Subjects; he ought, 
like a good Father, employ it for their Benefit, 
their Support, the Preſervation of their Perſons 
and Property. What Grievances for the Nation 
to ſee her Subſtance waſted, great many Millions 
laviſhed every Year, to ſatisfy the unſatiable 
Deſires of an imperious and extravagant Miſtreſs 
Nothing can equal her Rapaciouſneſs but her Pro- 
fuſion; and indeed the one is the Effe& of the 
other. All Europe knows that ſhe governs you 
and your Kingdom : She appoints and removes Mia 
niſters of State; ſhe defigns the Chiefs and Generals 
of the Army; in fine, ſhe fills up all the Places of 
Truſt with her Creatures, 


BeLLEvyS \ is aftanding Monument of the 
TN 4 | ſcau· 
One of the Marchlonefs's Palaces, 
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ſcandalous Profuſioe of the Monarch who built it; 
and of he wonderful Afcendant of a Woman upon” 
* Royal Maſter. She has brought you, Sir, into 
vile Subjection, and kept you in the Ignorance 
4 all. public Affairs concerning your Kingdom. 
That — Woman teaches before Hand, every 
one of your Courtiers, who is admitted to your fa- 
miliarity, what be ought to tell; ſo it is impoſſible 
that Truth can reach the : Throne, by” that 3 ow 


way 


Ir is one of 3 your Maxime, Sir, n never to reſtore 
to the public Employs, whoever has had the miſ- 
fortune to fall in your Majeſty's Diſgrace: Never- 
theleſs Infallibility is not Attribute of the ee | 


Dignity. 
M. Chauvelin, that great Seatelbabycn was cer- 


| tainly guilty of Ingratitude towards the Cardinal 


Eeury, to whom he did owe his adyancement to 
the Miniſtry; but he was a Man of Genius; cool, 
active, cautious, politic, and penetrating; he had all 
the Parts of a great Miniſter, and your "Majefty 
might have Fipployed his Talents for the good = 


the Nation, - 


Cou NT Maurepac, the Miniſter of the dias 
was a Man of great Sagacity; he had a Genius fit 
jor his Place, a ſound Judgment. and a quick Ap- 


a 
prehenſic Ion: Hebad ne to do every thing 
in Great; he hated to enter into the Particu- 
Tn of his * 1 he did ſhun Work and Appli- 

. cation; 
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cs tion and was wholly addicted to his Pleaſures. He 
was accuſed to have neglected the Navy; but the 
greateſt:of his Crimes was, to have ditpleaſed the 
Marchioneſs, whoſe ſecret Charms he undervalued 
in a my Song of * own Compoſition. wo 


Co NT nenen was a Miniſter i imperious, 


abſolute, jealous of his Authoriry, and of the 
| King's Favour. The other Miniſters were, pro- 
perly, his Clerks. He would have had the Gene- 
rals comply in every Thing with his Inſtructions; 
but the late Marſhal of Saxe would never yield to 
his haughty Temper,” neither act according to his 
Directions. Proud, inſolent, arbitrary, he was of 

a very difficult Acceſs to the Officers: ; he took but 
little Notice of their Petitions, and was very ſlow 
in doing them Juſtice: Many Abuſes crept into 


the Army under his Miniſtry ; Emulation and Diſ- 


cipline fell to decay. 


Cour S. Florentine, who has 18 entruſted 
theſe many Years with the management of the Af- 
fairs of the Clergy, and of the Proteſtants of the 
Kingdom, has ſhewn himſelf, through the whole 
courſe of his Miniſtry, very moderate i in his Princi- 
ples; averſe to Perſecution; plain and honeſt in 
his Dealings: The narrow Sphere of his Ambition, 
has ſaved him from the diſtruſt ful Miſtreſs's s Jea- 


Wen 
Mane D' Machault, Miniſter of the Navy, 


and 2 of the 'Seals, had been before 


Comp- 


2 
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ti6ller-General of the Finances: He has the Ge- 
nius of all the public Employs, and has diſcharg'd 
thoſe > important Offices with the greateſt Integrity, 
Honour. Diſinteredneſs, and Ability, in the moſt 
critical Times. He is, undoubtedly, a great Stateſ- 
man: He was in all ReſpeQs well qu valified to act 
his Part; and the 8 of his Spirit, did in- 
title him to the firſt Dignities of the State, Affa- 
ble, civil, prudent, generous, intelligent, he was 
indefatigable for the Service of his King and 
Country. He began to put the French Navy on a 
reſpectable Footing; he uſed all his Intereſt to en- 
courage and diſtinguiſn the Sea Officers of Merit; 
and acquired, by his Honeſty, the Eſteem and Con- 
fidence of the Nation. An Intrigue of Court has 
been the cauſe of his Fall. Your Majeſty, conſ- 
cious of his ſuperior Talents, could not deny him a 
publick. Acknowledgement of bis Yori Ads 
| miniſtration, | 


Mons. Rouille, at firft Minifter of the Navy, 
afterwards Miniſter of the Foreign Affairs, had nei- 
ther Genius nor Capacity requiſite for thoſe impor- 
tant Offices. He is a Man of very mean Talents; 
ſhallow, diſtruſtful, ſting v, and of a very hard Tem- 
per. He had lived unknown, had he not by meer 
Chance, been entruſted with the . rao of 

the Affairs of the Nation. if | EZ 


Tas greateſt merit of Monſ. Aoras, who ſoe⸗ 
ceeded M. de Machault, as Miniſter of the Navy 
was to be the Son in Law of. M. de Secbelles. 2 
a way 


- 
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as befides Comptroller- General of the Finances. 
All the Nation has been ſurpriſed to ſee thoſe two 
important Employs united in his Perſon. He had 
neither Capacity nor Experience to fill them wittr 
Succeſs; ſo after an inglorious Tryal, he was oblig'd 
to Reſign. 7 


Mos. de Maſſiac his Succeſſor in the Navy, 
is 4 very good Sca-Officer; but as he was utterly a 
Stranger to all Court Intrigues, rather than kneel 
down before the Idol, he thought fit to retire. 


Tae Marquis de Paulmy, ſometimes Miniſter of 
War, is a witty Man; The Srate of the French 
Armies in Germany, does not honour to his mini- 
ſtry. He had neither Knowledge of military Af- 


fairs, nor Power enough to reform the Abuſes, and 


make himſelf reſpected. 


_ CaRDtiN4E Bernis, formerly Minifter for the 
Foreign Affairs, is a Wit, and the Author of many 
elegant Pieces of Poctry. The old Biſhop of 
Mirepoix, who had the Liſt of Benefices, refuſed 


him an Abbey, becanſe he looked upon him as a 


brisk, ſprightly, gallant Abbot. The Count de 
Bornis anſwered, My Lord, I am young. enough to 
Wait. As he is naturally ſupple and pliant, he 
found means to be introduced to Court. He has 
been tuccefſively charged with different Negocia- 


tions at the Courts of Venice and Vienna, with the 
Character of Ambaſlador ; but the maſter- piece of 


his Policy, and the cauſe of his Reputation and 
1 | Prefers 


: 

: 
'2 
* 
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* 
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Preferment, was the Treaty of Verſailles with the 
Court of Vienna. He gave the firſt Idea of it, and 
met with much condradiction from the Miniſtry 
and the Council, who looked upon it as chimerical 
Propoſal, and an unnatural Alliance. The Count 
Bernis inſiſted, and as the circumſtances were fa- 
vourable, he brought that famous Treaty toa con- 
c luſion, which has been the cauſe of ſo much Blood 
ſhed on both Sides, and of the Calamities of Euro 
T he r who raiſed him to the Tons bh 
was revenged of his ingratitude and 1 by 


his Exile. | 


1 The Duke of Choiſeuil, who * the Cardi- 
nal as Miniſter for the Foreign Affairs, had ſuc- 
ceeded him in his Embaſly at the Court of Vienna: 
Haughty, ignorant, and preſumptuous, he is the 
proteſſed Enemy of whoever attempts to have a 
ſhare in Power with him. He hates Marſhal Bel 
teifie, who deſpiſes him; and aims at the Dignity 
of Firſt Minifter, without having the moſt common 
Notions of carnal and interior Adminiſtration. 


. Mo! NS. 8 Miniſter of the Mary, is a 

Man of Letters. Time will ſhew if his Scheme of 
creating a maritime. Power, equal to that of Ex- 
_ is prefiicable. | ; 


Mons. Sithourte, eee of the 
Finances, has acquired the Eſteem and Confidence 
of the Nation, by reducing the Farmers of the Re- 


venue to ur. Thouſand Pounds a — her 
h a 


— 1% 
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had ſormerly Fifteen Thouſand Pounds without 
by Profits. He muſt be a Man of Spirit for hav- 
ing attacked all at once the Fortune and Vanity df 
that powerful Body: But he may be at laft, the 


Victim of a Faction, whole Intereſt conſpired to his 
De ſtruction. 


5 pity that the Marſhal Bellei ße, whoſe 
eminent Merit and ſuperior Knowledge are fo uni- 
verſally known, had not been Miniſter of War ten 
Years ſooner. That great Man, whoſe vaſt Genius 
and conſummate Experience has been ſo much ad- 
mired through all Europe, was deſirous to ſerve the 
Kirig in that Capacity long while ago: But the 
former Miniftry, conſcious of the ſuperiority of his 
Talents, feared and hated him. He is too well 
acquainted with the Hiſtory of all the Princes of 
Europe; the Conſtitution and the Climate of Ger- 
many; he has been himſelf too unſucceſsful in the 
1aſt War in Bohemia, to have ſacrificed a Hundred 
Thouſand Men, for the barbarous Pleaſure of plun- 
dering the Electorate Hanover, that your Majeſty 
ought to have protected, as a Guarantee of the 
Peace of Weſtphalia. If Marſhal Nichlieu, that 
elegant and voluptuous Courtier, had never been 
entruſted with the Command of the Army, your 
Officers and Soldiers had not, by their Licentiouſ- 
neſs and Cruelty, brought upon the Nation Diſ- 
grace and Infamy . The Marſhal D'Eftrees. whole 
Ability and Succeſs juſtly entitle him to the Rank 
of an accompliſhed General, had never been recall'd : 
The Prince Soubiſe had not, by his Imprudence, 

C hazarded 
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_ -hazardeJ:a Battle, where he loſt his Reputation 
and fo many Officers their Lives“: Your Army 
had not-made'a'ſh.meful Retreat, and been de- 
teated by a Handful of Hanoverrans and H'fiuns, 
at the Battle of Crevelt, under the Comm nd ef the 
Prince Abbot Clermont ; whole Order of Battle wes 
ſuch, that its Lett Wing could not be ſupportel 
by the Main Body of his A: my, and was engaged 
againſt the whole Force of Prince Ferdinand, ho 
cut it in Pieces near your Frontiers. The Marquis 
de Villemur, who commanded when Prince Ferdi- 
und paſſed the Rhinz without Oppoſition, was, 
Doubtleſs, faſt aſleep. You have been Witnels, Sir, 
ol theundaunted Courage, and invincibleFortitude 
of the Marſhal Helleiſie; he felt ſeverely the Loſs 
of Count G/ſors, his only Son, but without ſuffer- 
ing himfelt to be caſt down with Grief. Remem- 
ber, Sir, the magnanimous Anſwer he made to the 
Compliment of Condolence your Majeſty was moſt 
graciouſly pleaſed to pay him upon that Occaſion. 
Sir. my Son hs loſt his Life in your Service; and 
1/hall devote mvſelf for your Majeſty tilt my Neath ! 
The Count Gifors was a very hopeful young No- 
bleman: The Marſhal Bellie had neglected no- 
thing for his Education, which was calculated for 
General and a Stateſtnan. During his Stay in 
England, he acquired the Eſteem of all the Judges 
of true Merit: And that ſagacious Nai ion admir'd, 
in a young Frenchman, Talents and Virtues which 
adorned the moſt illuſtrious Ages of Greece and 
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Fis Conduà at the Battle of Haſtenbeck was a Maſter. 
piece of Generalſhip; and he fell at Crevelt, a Sacrifice to 
his Conntry, after having, at the Head of the Caralineers, 
E ven repeated Proofs of his Courage, Prudence, and q bilit y. 


Tur Kingdom that's divided cannot ſtand. Confuſion 
and Diſcord Feig is in your Councils; Jealouſy betwixt 
your Miniſt-rs; Miſunderſtanding amongit your Generals; 
the Ditpur-s bet vixt your Purliimenr and the Clergy, cauſe 
every Day new Diſturbances in the State; your Finances 
are exhauſted; you nave loft, Sir, the Flower of your 
Army in Germany, after having bren at a vaſt Fxp:nce to 
ſend and maintain it; your Navy is deſtroy d; the Com- 
merce ruined ; the Credit of the Nation irrecoverabl y Joſt; 
your Armies are fallen in Contempt, for want of Emula- 
tion, Subordination, and Diſcipline 3 your Coaſts are ex- 
poſed to the Inſults and Hoſtilities of the moſt formi ſable 
Maritime Power; the Biſon of Cherburg deſtroyed in the 
Sight of an Army who never durſt Hur up; Senegal and 
Goree'taken ; Cape Breton and Guadalube, thoſe valuable 
Acquiſitions, are fallen into the Hands of the Engli/h. 


« Tae Poſſeſſion of Cape- Breton will not only diſtreſs your Subjects 
c in their Fiſhery and Navigation, but ſecure the Poſſeſſion of Accadia to 
* to the Crown of Great-Britain, The Reduction of chat important 
« Fortreſs, will put the Eng/i/4 in ſole Poſſeſſion of the Fiſhery of Nor/h. 
& America, extend their Navigation, cut off all Communication between 
« France and Canada, by the River Sr. Lazvrence, ſo that Quebec will fall 
« of Courſe into the Hands of the Eagliſb; who might expel your Sub. 
« jects entirely from America; open a Correſpondence wih the remote 
« Indians, and render themſelves Maſters of the profitable Fur Trade, which 
«©: was engroſſed by the Inhabitants, of your Colonies.“—Smulless Hijcony 
of. England, _— | e pnrg# « a 
GA DATE is of the utmoſſ Conſequence to the Com- 
merce of France: It turniſhed ſuch Quantity of Sugar ta 
Europe that the Engl. did not thm« it wortu their T'rou- 
| CS ble 
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ble to bring that Commodity from their own Plantations, 
becauſc the French could underſel it 11 any Market in Europe. 
It is a delightful Country, ſuſceptible of many Improve- 
ments; a Nurſery of Seamen, and an important Addition 
to the Britiſo Dominions, | 


Tus Conqueſt of the little and inſignificant INandof 

Minorca, cannot make amends for ſo many Loſſes. It 
cannot hurt the Exgliſb Trade in the Levant, as long as 
that Nation ſhall be able to keep a ſuperior Fleet in the 
Mediterranean, and ſhall have Liberty to victual and refit 
their Ships in the Neutral Ports. The Poſſeſſion of Mi- 
n rca is an Acquiſition rather expenſive than advantageous 
2 my French, who have Sca Ports enough upon that 

a 


Tue [ſanders and Spaniards in particular, flatter'd them- 
| ſelves with the Hopes that your Governors ſhould main- 
tain their Liberties and Privileges; and that a Nation who 
profeiſes the Roman Cutholick Religion, would have ſome 
R-gard for the People of the ſame Communion, and aſ- 
fiit with Reverence and Decency to the Divine Service; 
but they have been no leſs ſurpriſed than offended, at the 
ſcandalous Deportment of ſeveral young Officers of the 
Garriſon, who went to Church to have an Occalion to de- 
bauch their Wives and Daughters, and grate their Ears 
by the moſt diſſolute Diſcourſes, and impudent fits of 
Laughing. The Engliſb Officers, though Proteſianis, be- 
haved always with the greateſt Reſerve, and kept a Deco- 
rum in the Church. Their little. Trade of the. Iſland is 
| ſtopt, their Correipondence with Barbary, Spain, and [taly, 
is prohibited, None of the Inhabitants obtain Leave to 
go Abroad, except on a Cruize; aad it is a cr ue] Oppreſ- 
{ibn to have raiſed two new Regiments in that ſmall Iſland, 
Ine Minurcans are now lenſible of the Difference between 
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an arbitrary and tyrannical Government, and a mild and 


equitable Adminiſtration, 


Tuis War has been raſhly begun, abſurdly carried on, 


and the End of it will be an ignominious Peace. 


Your Kingdom, Sir, is afflicted with the moſt grievous 


Calamicies. The Tillers, that Portion of Mankind, fo 
uſcful ina State, are diſcouraged and overburdened with 
heavy Taxes, deſerting their Cottages for fear of the Op- 


preſſion of thoſe barbarous Bailiffs and Collectors; ſo that 


the third Part of the Lands of your Kingdom are uncul- 
tivated; the Milery and Abjection of Mind of the Coun- 
try People is inexpreſſible. In fine, Sir, all the Riches of 


the Kingdom are concentered in the Capita]: Some 


Princes of the Blood, and the Grandees of the Realm, are 
obliged to find out any Expedient to ſupport their Rank 


and the Dignity of their Birth, whilſt your Intendants, 


General Famers, (thoſe Blood-ſuckers) and many other 
petty T yrants, raiſe immenſe Fortunes, and ſwim with 
Riches and Pleaſures, Some of your Officers are not 
aſhamed to proſtitute their Character, and the Order of Sr. 
Lewis, which was. inſtitured by your Royal Great Grand- 


father, as a Military Reward, in being Train Bearers to the 
Cardinals De Luynes and Tavannes. Some are Gentlemen 


of the Horſe to your Nob'emen; and the Marchioneſs 
has a Knight of St. Lewes for her Gentleman Uſher. Your 
Officers, Sir, diſgrace their Character by thoſe mean 
Offices, Honour and diſtinguiſh thoſe brave Men, whole 
noble Diſpoſition is to ſerve their King and Country. 


Drisn, Sir, is the predominant Religion in France. 
Profane and impious Men are a public Pctt ; for Religion 
ever ſo Superſtitious, is the Cement of the Civil Society, 
an Incentive to Virtue, à Curb to Vice, a Prop to the 

"0 Laws 
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Laws, and the Support of the State. The true e Religion 


is entirely averſe to Perſecution ; Catholicks and Proteſ. 


tants are equall y oy duriful Subjects. 


E cannot help attributing the Mifortones of your 


Kingdom to the Frivolicy, Luxury, Effeminacy, and Paſ. 


fon for Pleafure that prevails at preſent ; which are at- 
tended with Diſſi pation, Incapacity, and continual Crav- 
ing. Inftead of ſtudying their Duty, and qualitying them- 
ſelves to diſcharge it; inſtead of attending to the Welfare 
and Intereſt of their Country, moſt of the Leading Men in 

r Army, to the Diſgrace of the Nation, have minded 
anly the enriching themlelves by the Deſolation and Ruin 
of the Enemy*s Country ; ; and whilſt they authoriſe by 
their Eximple, and for their own private Gain, by the 
Commiſſaries, Malverſations and Abuſes, they have de- 


| firoyed an Army, which under a Marſhal of Saxe, would 


have given Law to ali Germany! Bring back, Sir, by the 
Ads ot a Juſt Severity, the ancient ſpirit of Honour, Diſ- 
cipline, and Economy, by which the French Generals 


were diftioguithed i in former Times. 


Ir would be unjuſt to pat over in ſilence, the anke 
die Generofity of thoſe two brave Generals, the Duke of 
Randan, and the Marquis D' Arme ntiers. whoſe mild and 
equitable Government at Hanover and Zell, hive been ſo 
much celebrated. They became confpicuous for their 
J. We, H 4manity, Diſintereſtedneſs, and Moderation; ſo 
28 to acquire the Love of their Ene mies. and the Eſteem 
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Tus 50 D wy of Count: M OTA AS cannot bot make 
tor Army icntii>}e of the Loſs ot an Officer wnoſe conſtent 


Application and ſuperior Skill in _ the Branches of the 
Art 
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Ar of War, had made one. of the moſt conſummare Gene © 


rals of his Age, if he had made a proper Uſe of his Talents 
The Duke of Broglio is che only French General who has 
maintain'd, in this War, the Glory of his Nation. 


Ws cannot b: tter conclude than in giving a ſketch of 
the King of Pru/ſa's admirable Policy. What excellent 
Leffan for all Kings! That imcomparable Prince, whe- 
ther he preſiles to his Council, adminiſters the interior 


Affairs of his Kingdom, or heads his Armies, diſplays all 


the Abilitics of a Politician, all the Sagacity of a Legiſlacor, 
and all the Magnanimity of a Hero. Miniſter and Gene- 
Tal himſelf, he bas exhibited, ſince his Acceſſion to the 
Throne, repeated Proofs of his undaunted Courage, in- 


vincible Fortitude, conſummate Prudence, and ſublime - 


Generoſity. Tho* ſudden and impetuous in his Enter- 
priz-s, he is cool, deliberate, and indefatigable, in the Time 
of Danger and Difficulty. Inexorable to Itfendlers, rigid 
and ſevere in the Execution of Juſtice, he is doubtleſs an 
Object of the moſt perfect Eſteem and Admiration; for, 
excluſive of all the Qualities which diſtinguiſh him as a 
Warrior, his perſonal Character is amiable in every Re- 
ſped ; his public Character acquires the Veneration of 
his Neighbours; and his private Life betrays no Ble- 
miſh or lmperfection. Generous Benefactor to Men of 
Learning and Genius, he encourages Arts, Sciences, and 
Induſtry. Though parfimonious in his Houſhold, his 
Court is H >ſpurable without Pomp and Oltentation ; and 
generally filled with a Concourſe of Foreigners, who are 
charmed with his Elegance and Polittneſs. The Love of 
Glory is his favourite Paſſiun; and he is certainly one of 

the beſt and greateſt Monarchs that ever exerciſed the 


Functions of Sovereign Power. 


Posrxixv will hardly believe, that che three areateſt 
Powers 
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Europe, united to S eden and the Empire, Mre 
deen ſhamefully defeated by thoſe invincible Legions that 
he trained up himſclf, by a learned ani rigid Diſcipline, 
whoſe Military Courtiers give the firſt Example. If chat 
magnanimous Prince has done Wonders with his little and 

*barren Dominions, what noble Emulation and greatneſs 
of Spirit, had he imprinted in the French Nation, if Pra. 
vidence had deſtinated him to Govern this rich, vaſt, and 
populous Empire! The greateſt Men muſt. pay Tribute 
to Humanity : That Prince has certainly carried Revenge 
too far in Saxony: No Conqueror, before him, forced the 
Prifoners of War-to ſerve. againſt their own Sovereign : 
But the patural Sentiment of his Defence, when the moſt 
formidable League conſpired to his Ruin, forced him of- 
tentimes to act againſt his Principles. | 


 RavmemBrs, Sir, that the Power of a King does not 
properly conſiſt in the Extent of his Dominions; Agricul- 
ture, Populouſneſs, and Induſtry, create the Riches of a 
Nation, Apply yourſelf, Sir, to refoxgm the dargerous 
Abuſes which have crept in all the Branches of your Ad- 
miniſtration : There lies your moſt deſtructive Enemy. 
Conſider, Sir, what Misfortunes and Diſgrace an indolent, 
irreſolute, profuſe, and voluptuous Prince brings upon the 
moſt powerful Nation. | 3 
Tur boaſted Preparations of an Invaſion, may delude, for a Time, 
your Subjects and your Enemies, even in ſuppoſing ſach a Scheme prac- 
ticable. If your Majeſty compares the Riſk and the Difficulty of a deſ- 
perate Expedition, with the Uncertainty of its Succeſs, you will ſave 
yourſelf the Reproach of having ſacrificed many Thouſands of your Sub- 
Jets to your blaſted Ambition. A Nation who fights for its Liberty 
Religion, and Property, is capable of the moſt magnanimous Efforts, againſt 
the Encroachments of a Deſpotick Invader. Who has the Empire of 
the Sea, has the Univerſal Monarchy, LE 
Wr are Well wiſhers to our Native Country; and if Providence 
has determined the Deſtruction of this flouriſhing Empire, let the furuie 
. Hes learn, that your Reign was the Æra of Tyranny and Oppreſſioa. 
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